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The healing touch

Eastern medicine helps Western pets get well

By Kathleen Cantwell
Staff writer

Dragon’s Life Systems in
Downers Grove and Chicago
are unique medical clinics.
For one thing, they combine
both Chinese and Western
medicine. But what sets
them apart most is that their
patients’ pets can also be
patients.

‘When Dr. Sheng-Li Wang
came here from Beijing in
April 1993, he didn’t have
that in mind. It's no more
usual in China than it is here
for a “human” doctor to treat
animals.

A doctor of Chinese medi-
cine, Wang (pronounced
Wong) uses traditional
Chinese therapies such as
herbs, acupuncture, acupres-
sure and work with energy
systems to prevent, treat and
cure illness.

His satisfied patients,
however, weren't content to
stop there. They wanted him
to help their animals - par-
ticularly those with problems
that weren't being solved by
‘Western medicine.

One such patient was
Lombard resident Jeri Peiz,
who had a Great Dane with
many health problems -
epilepsy as a puppy, a twist-
ed stomach and then degen-
erative myelopathy in which
the nerves along the spine
degenerate.

Petz thought Eastern med-
icine could be the answer.

“She said, ‘Can you help
me?’ and I said, ‘I can think
about it,” Wang said. “And I
thought, ‘If I can work on
people, I can work on ani-
mals, too.’ I said, ‘Bring your
dog, come in our office, we'll
see.”

Developing pet therapy
Wang began to develop a

new treatment for animals

that uses massage and acu-

pressure, stimulation of pres-
sure points in the body and
the body’s energy system.
The treatment worked on
Petz's Great Dane.

“He was up and walking
till the day he died,” she
said. She also convinced
Wang to teach her how to do
the pet acupressure mas-
sage, and he began a train-
ing program with Petz and
his own wife, Xing Chun
Yang, as students.

It took about two years to
get their skills to a workable
level and, in addition to
learning acupressure from
Wang, Petz said she and
Yang also took a course at
the Pet Massage Institute in
Ohio.

Petz works evenings and
weekends at the Downers
Grove clinic and the two
women now do all of the pet
treatments af the two
Dragons Life Systems loca-
tions, though Wang does the

initial diagnostic work and
SUPETVISES.

His input is important.

“He has the ability to read
the body because he’s been
practicing Qi Gong energy
work since he was a little
boy,” clinic manager Donna
Lee said. “For animals, they
cannot speak - it’s very diffi-
cult to give a diagnosis. But
he has the specialty to read
the animal’s body. He can
know their problems.”

It seems to work.

Getting results

Suzanna Ramirez of West
Chicagpo has been bringing
her two 14-year-old
samoyeds to the Downers
Grove clinic for about two
and a half years.

“So I travel,” Ramirez
said. “On a bad day, it's an
hour and on a good day, it's
45 minutes, but it's worth it.”

She and Petz used to work
together at the same soft-
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Dr. Sheng-Li Wang, head of Dragon’s Life Systems in Downers Grove, gives an acupressure massage to his
dog, Unna. He expanded his praciice fo include treatment for pets at the request of his patients.

ware company, and Ramirez
would hear about her mas-
sage training. Petz also
thought the treatment would
help Ramirez’s dog’s prob-
lem. Toby was having trou-
ble controlling his bladder
and would release urine at
night. Ramirez gave it a try.

“The unbelievable part is
the regular vet said, “Well,
start to watch for the other
organs to start failing,”
Ramirez said. “It sounded
like such a dismal forecast
for the pup. In fact, he does-
n't have that problem any-
more.”

Six months later, she
brought in her other dog,
Sampson. He was having
trouble walking and no one
seemed to know why his leg
was shaking.

“The vet told me it was
old age. I took him to Dr.
Wang,” Ramirez said. As it
turned out, Sam had a dislo-
cation in his vertebrae in the

lower back that was cutting
off the nerve and affecting
the muscle, she said. With
treatment, the shaking has
stopped, and his walking is
better.

“It's much better than it
was,” Ramirez said.

Although she emphasized
that she’s basically happy
with the treatment her regu-
lar vet has provided over the
years, she thinks sometimes
veterinarians aren't as alert
to the same things as a fol-
lower of Eastern medicine is.
Petz and Yang do try to work
in conjunction with veteri-
narians as often as possible,
and encourage pet owners to
continue consulting their
regular veterinarian.

Geneva resident Susan
Murphy brought her dog,
Cassie, to Wang because of
the help he had given her
with her own health prob-
lems.

“A lot of people think I
have a new dog,” she said.
‘When she first brought
Cassie for freatment, the lit-
tle mixed-breed terrier had
sparse fur and was very
underweight.

“She looked more like a
Chihuahua than a terrier.
Now she’s got hair all over
the place, she’s robust - and
she’s calmer,” Murphy said.

Wang also helped solve
urinary problems Cassie was
having.

“We would get up 10 to 12
times a night,” Murphy said.
“Now it's once, sometimes
two or three times, but it’s
nothing like it was.”

Cassie continues to go for
treatment once a month,
more if life gets stressful.
She loves going.

“T tell her we're going for
spa day - which is really
what we all need to do,”
Murphy said. “She just relax-
es — she sleeps in the car on
the way home.”
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